A Study of the 
Apostle Creed! 


The foundation of our faith in one 
simple statement! 


Many churches, fellowships, and denominations have created 
statements of faith, creeds, and positions statements over the past 
two thousand years. However, prior to all the attempts to finda 
theological, ethical, and philosophical view of Christian faith 
already disturbed by the early church fathers with the earliest 
known historical evidence (The Apostle Creed) of the creed's 
existence as it is currently titled (Symbolum Apostolicum) is a letter 
of the Council of Milan (390 A.D.) to Pope Siricius. 


“Philip Schaff, in his Creeds of Christendom, writes of the 
Apostles' Creed, “As the Lord's Prayer is the Prayer of prayers, the 
Decalogue is the Law of laws, so the Apostles' Creed is the Creed of 
creeds. It contains all the fundamental articles of the Christian 
faith necessary to salvation, in the form of facts, in simple Scripture 
language, and in the most natural order—the order of revelation— 
from God and the creation down to the resurrection and life 
everlasting.”1 The simple doctrinal statements within this creed 
are clear and concise, and their meaning cannot be misconstrued. 


I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord. Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary. Suffered 
under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; He descended 
into hell, The third day he rose again from the dead He ascended 
into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead I 
believe in the Holy Ghost I believe a holy catholic church; the 
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communion of saints The forgiveness of sins The resurrection of the 
body And the life everlasting. Amen.”' 


Throughout the study you will be asked to challenge your thinking 
and reasons for what you believe. 


? Why do you feel it’s personally important to study the Apostle 
Creed? 


In the authors’ (Dr. Don Allen) view the purpose is simple: 


° Set the foundational beliefs of Christianity 
° Set the unified teaching of the various Christian churches 
e The early Christians called it the "The Rule of Faith" 


R. Albert Mohler Jr., President of The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and author of the book: The Apostles' Creed: 


Discovering Authentic Christianity in an Age of Counterfeits gives 
the following statement 


“All Christians believe more than is contained in 
the Apostles’ Creed, but none can believe less.” 


? Do you agree with this statement by Dr. Mohler, why or why 
not? 


? 


1 Philip Schaff, The Creeds of Christendom, Volume 1: The History of Creeds, pp 
14-15. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books) 1983. 
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Introduction the Apostle Creed! 


The Latin word "Credo" means "I believe" and it is 
from this word that we have obtained the word creed. A creed is a 
statement which contains a summary of our basic beliefs. 


? Have you ever considered what you believe and why? 


Within several years of the Apostles death, of course we know 
that the Apostle John lived into his 90’s and most likely died in the 
later part of 80 A.D” .... We find several the Pastors began 
preach/teach within their own churches to make clear what the 
Apostles where saying one of these early writers was Irenaeus 
(lived from 120-202 A.D). He wrote in his book — Against Heresies 
Book I Chapter X 


“The Church, though dispersed through our the whole world, 
even to the ends of the earth, has received from the apostles and 
their disciples this faith: [She believes] in one God, the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are in them; and in one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who 
became incarnate for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who 
proclaimed through the prophets the dispensations of God, and the 
advents, and the birth from a virgin, and the passion, and the 
resurrection from the dead, and the ascension into heaven in the 
flesh of the beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, and His [future] 
manifestation from heaven in the glory of the Father “to gather all 
things in one,”... 


It is often said that the best defense is a great offense! So, 
understanding that a CLEAR STATEMENT OF FAITH IS 
ESSENTIALS TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. So, the church put 
into writing their offensive statement ... Their beliefs so that 
everyone was on the same page. The earliest written form of 
this (Apostle) creed is found in a letter that Marcellus of 
Ancyra wrote in Greek to Julius, the bishop of Rome, about 
AD 341. Some also believe it was set to paper by Ambrose, from a 
Council in Milan to Pope Siricius in about AD 390 and approved as 
the official document of the church. 
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The American Church Dictionary and Cycopedia: gives 
the following definition ... 


“The shorter form of the Creed as set forth in the Prayer 
Book is called the Apostles' Creed because it was generally 
believed to have been composed by the Apostles themselves before 
they separated and left Jerusalem. However true or untrue this old 
tradition may be, it is quite certain that this "Form of sound words" 
embodies the "Apostles' Doctrine," or teaching, and each article 
finds its corresponding statement in the Bible. It is the oldest form 
of the Creed that has come down to us and contains a brief 
summary of the fundamental Truths of the Christian Religion. (See 
ORTHODOX.) There are twelve articles grouped into three 
paragraphs each setting forth what is to be believed concerning 
each Person of the Blessed Trinity. In other words the Apostles' 
Creed is what we believe concerning the Name into which we are 
baptized. It is, therefore, the Creed of the Baptismal Office and is 
recited in the Daily Services, while the longer Creed, commonly 
called the Nicene, is reserved for the Eucharistic Office.”? 


Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Literature: gives the following 


“(credere, to believe), a form of words in which articles of 
belief are comprehended; not necessarily a complete summary of 
the faith, but a statement respecting some points which are 
fundamental, and have been- disputed. (See CONFESSION). For 
instance, while the doctrine of the atonement must be reckoned a 
fundamental part of the apostle's doctrine, it is yet not in the 
Apostles' Creed as a doctrine. Hence some infer that it was not 


? Miller, William James. Entry for 'Apostles' Creed'. The American Church 
Dictionary and Cyclopedia. https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/acd/a/apostles- 
creed.html. 1901. 
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believed, though the more obvious inference would be that it was 
not disputed.” 


3 McClintock, John. Strong, James. Entry for 'Creed'. Cyclopedia of Biblical, 
Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature. 


https://www.studylight.org/encyclopedias/tce/c/creed.html. Harper & Brothers. 
New York. 1870. 
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The Apostles Creed in the Bible 


The Apostles Creed in a nutshell is the Gospel. It is 
easy to show that the Apostles taught the Apostles Creed as the 
Gospel of Christ. Below is Scriptural proofs for the Apostles Creed. 


Apostle Creed with scripture ... 


We recommend that every student read the following 
supporting verses and write down his/her thoughts of 
these scripture. If possible, we also recommend that the 
students discuss each of these statements of faith and 
corresponding verses with their peers and pastors. 


1) I believe in God the Father almighty, 
a) Isaiah 63:16, 
b) Matthew 6:9, 
c) Matthew 23:9, 
d) Luke 11:2 


2) The creator of heaven and earth. 
a) Psalm 89:11-13, 
b) Genesis 2:4, 
c) Exodus 31:17, 
d) Act 4:24, 14:15, 
e) Ephesian 3:9 


3) I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
a) Psalm 2:7, 
b) Joh 1:1-4, 14, 3:16, 16:28, 
c) Act 13:33, 
d) Heb 5:5, 
e) First John 4:9 
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4) Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary: 

a) Isaiah 7:14, 

b) Matthew 1:20-23, 

c) Luke 1:30-35, 

d) John 1:14, 

e) Galatians 4:4, 

f) First John 4:2 


5) Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. 
a) Isaiah 53:4-5, 
b) John 19:18, 
c) Acts 4:10, 27, 
d) First Timothy 6:13, 


6) He descended to hell. 
a) Psalm 16:10, 
b) Act 2:24, 27, 13:33-37, 
c) Ephesians 4:8-10, 
d) First Peter 3:19 


7) On the third day he rose again. 
a) Matthew 27:40, 67, 
b) Mark 8:31, 10:36, 
c) Joh 20:19-20, 25-29, 
d) Act 2:32, 3:15, 4:33, 
e) First Corinthians 15:12-22, 
f) Galatians 1:1 


8) He ascended into heaven 
a) Luke 24:51, 
b) Act 1:9-11, 
c) Ephesians 4:8-10, 
d) Hebrews 4:14, 9:24 


9) And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
a) Psalms 110:1, 
b) Mark 16:19, 
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c) Act 2:33, 5:31, 7:55-56, 
d) Hebrews 12:2, Heb 8:1 
e) First Peter 3:21-22 


Whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
a) Joh 5:22-23, 
b) Act 10:42, 
c) Rom 14:10, 
d) Second Corinthians 5:10, 2Ti 4:1, 
e) First Peters 4:4-5 


I believe in the Holy Spirit, Ezekiel 39:29, 
a) Joh 14:26, 
b) Act 2:17, 13:2, 
c) First Corinthians 2:10-11, 12:13, 
d) Hebrews 3:7-9 


The holy catholic Church, 
a) Act 9:31, 
b) First Corinthians 1:1-2, 
c) Second Corinthians 1:1, 


d) First Timothy 3:15, 
e) Hebrews 12:22-25, 
f) First Peter 1:1 


The communion of saints, 
a) Act 2:42, 
b) Romans 12:4-13, 15:26-27, 
c) First Corinthians 1:9, 
d) Second Corinthians 8:3-4, 
e) Philippians 2:1-4 
f) First John 1:3 


The forgiveness of sins, 
a) Nehemiah 9:17, 
b) Mark 11:26, 
c) Matthew 6:12-15; 
d) Luke 6:37-38 
e) Colossians 1:13-14, 2:13-14, 
f) Ephesians 1:7 
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15) The resurrection of the body, 
a) Ecclesiastes 12:7, 
b) Matthew 22:31-32, 
c) Mark 12:18-27; 
d) Luke 20:27-37, 
e) Romans 8:23, 
f) First Corinthians 15:38-56, 
g) Second Corinthians 4:14, 


And the life everlasting. Amen 
a) Daniel 12:2, 
b) Matthew 25:31-33, 
c) Luke 16:22-23, 
d) Joh 5:28-29, 
e) Romans 6:22-23, 
f) Galatians 6:7-8, 
g) Titus 3:5-7 
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Appendix A 


The following is taken from the “Encyclopedia of The Bible” The 
Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 5 Volume Set, by 
Merrill C. Tenney: 


“APOSTLES’ CREED, THE. A statement of faith used only 
in the western church. It is a series of brief positive affirmations 
with no proofs and no explanations. 


Like other ancient creeds, the Apostles’ Creed falls into three 
sections, following the Trinitarian order customary in baptismal 
rites (a catechetical device of almost universal use in the catholic 
church; cf. Calvin’s Institutes). It is prob. based structurally on 
Matthew 28:19 and speaks of God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. The major portion of the creed deals with 
Christ and the brief statement on the Holy Spirit is followed by a 
series of clauses setting forth the work of the Holy Spirit. With 
regard to the modern emphasis on the life and teachings of Jesus, it 
is worth noting that nothing of this appears in this ancient and 
universal creed which reflects the basic verities of the apostolic 
and ancient church. 


The affirmations of the creed can be supported by NT 
evidence (as against Harnack, Bultmann, et al., who hold that it 
goes farther than the NT in specifics and in its dogmatism) but the 
formula itself is not, of course, of apostolic origin. Its title is first 
found c. a.d. 390 and it was soon after this that the legend that it 
was the joint composition of the apostles appeared. The legend is a 
quaint one (comparable to that of the writing of the LXX), assuring 
that each of the twelve apostles contributed a special article. Thus, 
Peter, it was reported, under divine inspiration began, “I believe in 
God the Father Almighty”; and Andrew (or was it John?) added, 
“and in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord”; James the Elder 
continued, “who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,” and so it went 
throughout. The form of the legend and the fact that the apostles 
wrote the creed are equally true! 


On the other hand, a considerable body of NT scholars are 
now finding creeds in germ in the NT record. Such a creed could be 
illustrated by Matthew 28:19 and one may be reasonably certain 
that there were requirements laid down regarding the convert’s 
grasp of the new faith. The words chosen by the World Council of 
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Churches for their own basic theological position hint at an early 
creedal affirmation. “...no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the 
Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12:3). Paul wrote of a “standard of teaching” to 
which new converts were “committed” (Rom 6:17). Timothy was 
reminded of his “good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses” (1 Tim 6:12) and this is immediately related to Christ’s 
trial where He “in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 
good confession” (6:13). Thus one may speculate that confessions 
existed and were made publicly. As to total content, there are only 
hints (cf. 2 Tim 2:8; 4:1). 


Early Christian writers and apologists show additions and 
variations to the baptismal formula of Matthew, but by the middle 
of the 2nd cent. the confession at baptism had begun to crystalize 
with certain freedoms of expression in Irenaeus, Tertullian, 
Novatian, Origen, etc. The Roman Form prevailed with time and 
took on new importance with the rise of controversies and heresies. 
It assumed more the character of a formal creed. It became known 
as the “Rule of Faith” and was created and formalized to check the 
license of heretical speculations on the Scriptures. The creed was 
to witness to the common faith as that faith arose out of the 
Scriptures. 


The Received Form of the creed as it is known today is not its 
oldest or original form. There was a shorter and a longer form. The 


shorter form became known as the Old Roman Form, going back 
surely to the middle of the 2nd cent. (c. a.d. 140). The longer form 
is of much later date and its history is more obscure, probably 
because its increasingly wider usage gave rise to variance in wider 
areas of the church. For those acquainted with the Received Form 
today, the short form or Old Roman Form is of interest as a stage in 
growth. 


“T believe in God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ His 
Only Son our Lord, who was born of the Holy Ghost and Virgin 
Mary; crucified under Pontius Pilate, and buried; the third day He 
rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the 
right hand of the Father, from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. And in the Holy Ghost; the holy Church; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; the life 
everlasting.” 


(The last clause is omitted in the Lat. form preserved by Rufinus, 
a.d. 390.) This form is quoted from the Gr. of Marcellus of Ancyra, 
a.d. 341. 
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History of the creed. The Old Roman Form was surely in 
use by the middle of the 2nd cent. (vide ante) in Rome, possibly 
before that time. It may be traced in both its Gr. and Lat. VS and 
the Gr. was probably the earlier. Rufinus has the Lat. form c. a.d. 
390 and this points to earlier usage because he compares what he 
has with that of his own church, Aquileia, a very ancient 
foundation. Marcellus of Ancyra, 4th cent., preserved the Greek 
Form, and a shorter form of this Creed can be traced in England up 
to the time of the Norman conquest. 


The Received Form appeared in a variety of interpretations 
for many centuries with additions and refinements marking its 
history in the first article, e. g., “maker of heaven and earth,” first 
appears in Gr. in a.d. 650. By and large, however, the Creed as it 
now appears had been established by Faustus of Reiz c. a.d. 460, 
moved to Ireland by the end of the 7th cent., to England (possibly 
from the court of Charlemagne) by a.d. 850, and by the 10th cent. 
had largely replaced the shorter Old Roman Form. An 8th cent. 
writer was the first to quote the Creed exactly in its present form, 
but it did not hold its structure until later. The Creed’s history in 
other lands followed the same obscure pathway of tradition and 
practice. Such phrases as “He descended into hell” struggled even 
into modern times for an established place. Variants such as “the 
resurrection of the body” for “the resurrection of the flesh” became 
fixed in time, and the use of “Holy Christian Church” (most 
frequent Lutheran usage) continues to struggle with “Holy Catholic 
Church.” One may say, however, that by the 12th cent. the 
Received Form was everywhere used at baptisms in the Word and 
the practice of reciting the Creed in daily services had become 
common. Both usages continue to this day. 


Bibliography P. Schaff, Creeds of Christendom (1877), 1:14- 
23; 11:45-55; A. Harnack, The Apostles’ Creed (1901); A. C. 
McGiffert, The Apostles’ Creed, Its Origin, Its Purpose, and Its 
Historic Interpretation (1902); ISBE (1939), 204-206; J. de 
Ghellinck, S. J., Patristique a et Moyen-Age, I: Les Récherches sur 
les Origines du Symbol des Apétres (1946, 2nd ed. 1949), prob. the 
most basic work. It supplies fully a summary of modern lit. on the 
subject; J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Creeds (1950), 368-434; F. L. 
Cross, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (1958), 72, 
73," 


4 https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Apostles- 
Creed 
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The Author of this study guide: 


Rev Don Allen, Jr, Ph.D., is an Educator with Allen Continuity 
Solutions, Chaplain of Summit Behavioral Healthcare, and Adjunct 
Professor of Aidan University (Jacksonville, FL). He has been involved in 
Pastoral Ministries for 40 years and has been a Christian Counselor and 
Alcohol & Drug counselor for over 28 years. 


Dr. Allen is a Certified Christian Counselor, Certified Chaplain, and 
Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor. He holds a PhD in Psychology and 
Christian Counseling from Louisiana Baptist University, a D.Litt., and 
PhD in Pastoral Theology from St. Alcuin House Seminary. 
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